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Contribution to “Informal Interactive Hearings of the General Assembly with Non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations and the private sector, 14-15 June 2010”

“Overcoming invisibility: 

Making the MDGs inclusive of and accessible for persons with disabilities”

The International Disability Alliance is a network of 12 international and regional organizations of persons with disabilities, promoting the full implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The General Assembly Resolution on “realizing the MDGs for persons with disabilities” recalls that an estimated 80% of the 650 million persons with disabilities live in developing countries, facing multiple discriminations, particularly women with disabilities, and remain largely invisible to the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the MDGs. MDGs cannot be achieved without enforcing rights of persons with disabilities. For instance less than 10% of children with disabilities have access to education in low income countries, making it unlikely to meet MDG 2. The resolution therefore calls on the Member States and the UN system to take concrete steps to make MDGs inclusive and accessible by implementing the UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.

In order to achieve the most by 2015, IDA calls for three immediate sets of action:

1. The statistical invisibility of persons with disabilities cannot be a reason for more discrimination. More that our number, today, it’s the barriers we face that need to be assessed.  While IDA acknowledges the very need to develop national inclusive statistics, we ask that any MDG reporting mechanisms assess barriers to participation and efforts towards inclusion.

2. Immediate actions need also to be taken to guarantee that no development funds are spent on creating or perpetuating barriers to participation. The 2010 MDG Summit outcome document has to clearly state the imperative duty of development cooperation stakeholders and programs to be inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities. This has to be effectively reflected in all regulations of donor agencies and member states’ mechanisms linked to debt relief and poverty reduction.

3. To make MDGs inclusive and implement the UN convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, stakeholders require support, both technically and financially. A UN disability rights fund would make a significant difference in the work of policy makers and UN agencies, by mobilizing knowledge, expertise and additional resources.  This fund would also allow more support to the imperative dialogue between disabled people organizations and policy makers.

 We cannot wait to become statistically visible to enjoy our rights and to surmount the barriers of exclusion, discrimination and poverty. Inclusive and accessible MDGs should be one of the Summit’s goals. 
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