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USICD Collaborates to Develop 
Global Disability Rights Library
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Millions of people with disabilities, advocates, and policy makers around the world will soon find it easier to access hundreds of thousands of educational and organizational resources on disability rights, whether or not they have access to the Internet.
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The United States International Council on Disability (USICD) is collaborating with the University of Iowa’s WiderNet Project, with the support of a three-year, $1.6 million grant from the US Agency for International Development (USAID), to produce and distribute a Global Disability Rights Library for use in both developed and developing countries.  This library will be an enhanced version of WiderNet’s eGranary Digital Library, an off-line information storage and collaboration platform that provides Internet-like access to digital resources without requiring Internet connectivity. 
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This project has been inspired by the growing, international disability rights movement, and the new international treaty, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  Today, more than 140 nations have signed the treaty and more than half have fully ratified it.  The growing sector of disabled people’s organizations (DPOs) operating at the local and national levels around the world are leading the implementation of the treaty in their countries and empowering their diverse disability communities with information and resources.  However, many policymakers and disability advocates lack access to the information they need to fully implement the CRPD so that people with disabilities can enjoy the same human rights as their neighbors without disabilities.  The Global Disability Rights Library seeks to build a bridge between global information sources and these advocates and policymakers.

“The strongest asset of the global disability rights movement are people with disabilities themselves and other advocates who bring an incredible supply of passion and energy to the work of human rights advocacy,” says Marca Bristo, USICD President.  “But advocates also face tremendous barriers.  One of these barriers is the difficulty they face simply in accessing knowledge about best practices in accessibility, or obtaining copies of human rights training manuals and other information resources.  Information is a powerful tool for transforming society.  And the Global Disability Rights Library puts that tool in the hands of people in the best position to change the lives of people with disabilities for the better.”
"Information sharing between disabled people's organizations and advocates around the world is vital for promoting disability rights and implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,” says Kudakwashe Dube, Chief Executive Officer of the Secretariat of the African Decade on Persons with Disabilities.  “This project offers a solution to a common challenge experienced by people in many countries: getting information. It is exciting to see this technology applied to disability rights. I believe it is going to have a positive impact for people with disabilities in developing countries. In Africa, we welcome every opportunity to improve the lives of persons with disabilities." 
The Global Disability Rights Library will help bring a wealth of information to organizations that serve people with disabilities in developing countries but lack adequate Internet access.  DPOs located in communities without Internet access will be the primary recipient of the library in an electronic storage device.  The library will typically be stored either in a stand-alone, 2 terabyte USB drive or in a server.  The drive or server would be installed within existing local area (LAN) or wide area (WAN) networks so that users may share the library directly from the storage device without needing Internet access.  The information in the library would be easily searchable, using an interface similar to popular search engines and also via portals that organize selected materials by dozens of thematic topics.  People around the world who have web access will be able to use the new Global Disability Rights Library via the web.

USICD will be working with the WiderNet Project and disability rights advocates to build a collection of best practices and educational resources responsive to the need for disability advocacy and policy development in developing countries.  USICD will liaise with its extensive national and international network of members, partners, and contacts across the United States and around the world in order to locate appropriate materials.  DPOs, policymakers, individual advocates, and others will be able to use this comprehensive library, which will be designed to be fully accessible to users with disabilities.  The library’s collection will include resources such as information on independent living, advocacy, education, transportation, public policy, employment, vocational rehabilitation, and other topics.

“USICD was the logical partner for this project,” says Cliff Missen, Director of the WiderNet Project.  “We at the WiderNet Project are able to bring our extensive expertise in delivering knowledge in a digital format to people in developing countries who lack adequate Internet access.  Meanwhile, USICD is a critical bridge between the United States and the global disability rights movement.  The project will be able to tap into a deep reservoir of existing disability rights information and to see that it reaches the people who need it most.”

USICD will organize and evaluate content and develop custom materials where additional resources are needed.  The WiderNet Project, which has already deployed more than 300 eGranary Digital Libraries worldwide, will develop, and provide technical support for hardware and software, training in the use of the various software tools, and assistance in processing resources shared by hundreds of organizations worldwide.

“Americans with disabilities have the potential to bring both valuable knowledge and perspectives that can help the Global Disability Rights Library deliver information to improve the lives of people with disabilities in developing countries” says David Morrissey, Executive Director of USICD.  “We will be communicating closely with USICD members and the global disability community as the project moves forward.  The formation of an international advisory board for the project will assure the guidance of stakeholders in implementing this innovative project.”
For more information about the project, please contact USICD’s Andrea Shettle, Program Manager, at ashettle@usicd.org or the University of Iowa WiderNet’s Cliff Missen, Project Director, at cliff-missen@uiowa.edu.
[image: image6.jpg]wider%%?’r

Casting a Wider ‘Net.



[image: image2.jpg]



The Global Disability Rights Library Project:

The First Six Months

The initial six months of the GDRL project has been focused on establishing a foundation upon which the remaining project can be built.  The following bullets summarize our early progress.  It is anticipated that, with these initial pieces in place, the remaining labor will move forward quickly in the months and years to come.

· An International Advisory Board (IAB) has been built to share feedback with the GDRL team.  The IAB has 10 members from Guatemala, India, Pakistan, Japan, Ireland, Peru, Brazil, Uganda, South Africa, and Kenya.  In addition to representatives from developing and developed countries outside the U.S, the IAB also has nine ex-officio members drawn from the USICD Board of Directors and the faculty of the University of Iowa.  With one exception, the ex-officio members are from the United States.

· The process of gathering information and materials for the library has begun.  Already several hundred websites and digital publications have been identified for inclusion, and GDRL staff is in negotiations to obtain pertinent permission from their authors and publishers for inclusion in the library.    

· GDRL staff has developed a tentative structure that for the library’s contents that lists topics to be covered in the library and suggests how materials will be catalogued and organized.  GDRL staff is in communication with IAB advisors for their feedback on additional topic areas that would be valuable resources for disability advocates and policy makers in developing countries.  This feedback will be consolidated and, where feasible, incorporated into the library.

· Members of the GDRL team, including among USICD staff, the University of Iowa’s WiderNet Project staff, and IAB advisors, have begun the process of identifying potential deployment sites for the library.  USICD staff is working closely with representatives from USAID to identify which USAID missions may be particularly supportive of the project.

· The GDRL team has collaborated with staff at the World Health Organization to host WHO web sites and materials related to disability.

· USICD will host a full-time international fellow from Uzbekistan for a one-year term starting in September, in partnership with Atlas Corps.  This individual comes to USICD with a background in international human and disability rights, and will contribute across the GDRL Project, including building the library’s holdings and helping to organize and catalogue new material.  
International Advisory Board to Provide Input 
for Global Disability Rights Library Project

A newly-formed International Advisory Board (IAB) with 10 members and an additional nine ex-officio members will advise the Global Disability Rights Library project.  Advisors in the IAB will advise GDRL staff in what type of information is important to include in the electronic disability rights library.  The IAB also will assist in identifying partners around the world who can help gather content for the library, deploy the library in developing countries, and implement other related activities.  

Candidates share a commitment to information dissemination among disabled people’s organizations in developing countries.  Advisors reflect wide diversity in background, professional knowledge and expertise, and lived experience with disability and poverty.  IAB members come from both developed and developing countries.  These particularly include countries in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. 

Ex-officio members were selected from among members of the USICD Board of Directors and the faculty of the University of Iowa.  The chair of the IAB will be selected from among the members of the IAB; ex-officio members may not serve as chair.  Altogether, the advisors come from 12 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Guatemala, India, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Pakistan, Peru, South Africa, Uganda, and the United States.  Most voting members grew up in a developing country and most of the advisors are people with disabilities.  
Biographies for IAB Members
Fredrick Ouko Alucheli is the Founder and Executive Director of the Action Network for the Disabled (ANDY) in Kenya.  He has been particularly active in issues affecting young disabled people, including both children and youth.  In January 2009, the Government of Kenya recognized him as a young achiever for his work in promoting a youth agenda in realizing Kenya’s national development goals.  He is a Global Fellow for YouthActionNet 2009-2010.

Rosangela Berman-Bieler is Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute on Disability and Development.  In addition to her focus on Latin America, she also has worked with projects in Portuguese-speaking countries in Africa.  She brings   expertise with Spanish- and Portuguese-language disability-related materials.

Bhargavi Davar is Founder of the Bapu Trust for Research on Mind and Discourse and Director of its research arm, the Center for Advocacy in Mental Health (CAMH) in Pune, India.  Her work addresses human rights gaps in the mental health system in India. 

Javier Diez-Canseco was first Chairperson of the Special Committee on Disability in the Peruvian Congress from 2002 to 2006.  He works with the organization Society and Disability (SODIS).  He is a social scientist, journalist, and a committed human rights leader.  He assisted in drafting an important Peruvian law addressing disability and has promoted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities both domestically and internationally.

A.K. Dube is the CEO for the Secretariat of the African Decade on Persons with Disabilities.  He brings extensive knowledge about the challenges confronted by grassroots disabled people’s organizations (DPOs) throughout Africa.  The Secretariat has produced some of its own materials for DPOs on fundraising and advocacy.

Ambrose Murangira is Board Chair of the Uganda National Association of the Deaf (UNAD).  He has worked to improve the employment of young deaf people in Uganda and is one of the founding members of The World Bank Youth, Development and Peace (YDP) network.  The World Federation of the Deaf recently voted him, unanimously, as the International Youth President for the WFD Congress in Durban next year.

Shoji Nakanishi is chair of Disabled Peoples International – Asia Pacific.  He brings many years of extensive expertise in the field of independent living, particularly in the Asian region.  He also has been involved with the independent living field in Africa.

Silvia Judith Quan-Chan has been the Chief Officer of the Disability Rights Defense Unit at the Guatemalan Human Rights Procurator's Office since 2003.  She was strongly involved in the Ad-Hoc process leading up to the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  She has a post-graduate degree in gender studies and an MA degree in human rights.

Gerard Quinn is a professor and Director of the Centre for Disability Law and Policy at the National University of Ireland, Galway.  He brings expertise in international comparative disability law and policy, along with expertise on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  He helps co-ordinate the work of National Human Rights Institutions worldwide on disability issues.

Mrs. Ghazala Hameed is the Rehabilitation International (RI) National Secretary for Pakistan.  She is involved with the Pakistan Society for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled and has a strong network of contacts, particularly in eastern Asia.

Biographies of Ex-Officio IAB Members
Robert Bacon, is Director of Disability Policy and Training at the University of Iowa’s Center for Disabilities and Development.

David Baquis is an Accessibility Specialist at the Access Board.  He provides technical assistance and training on information and communications technology, as well as voting systems and medical diagnostic equipment. He was formerly Director of the National Center on Hearing Assistive Technology.

Marca Bristo is President and CEO of Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago, a leading disability rights organization.  She has received numerous awards, including the Americans with Disabilities Act Award in recognition of her contribution to creating and passing the law.

Marcella David, JD, is Professor of Law and International Studies and Associate Dean for International and Comparative Law at the University of Iowa, and has been a Special Assistant to the President for Equal Opportunity and Diversity and Associate Provost for Diversity. She teaches courses in Human Rights as well as Introduction to Public International Law.
Lex Frieden is a professor at the Texas Institute for Rehabilitation and Research.  He has been a leader in the independent living movement since the 1970s and has received two Presidential Citations for his work in the disability field.

Barbara LeRoy is director of the Developmental Disabilities Institute at Wayne State University in Detroit.  She is a disability consultant to the Ministries of Education in New Zealand, Malaysia, and Hong Kong.

Maria Veronica Reina is Executive Director of the Global Partnership on Disability and Development.  She participated in negotiations for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Diana Samarasan is the director of the Disability Rights Fund, which gives grants to disabled people’s organizations in developing countries that are advocating for improved implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  She has been active for 12 years in the fields of disability, international health, and human rights.

Glen White is Director of the Research and Training Center on Independent Living at the University of Kansas and has worked in the field of rehabilitation and independent living for more than 30 years.  Most recently, has conducted research and training in supportive entrepreneurship in Peru.
Notes of Support
“USICD is doing important work to connect U.S.-based resources and knowledge in the disability arena to persons with disabilities in other parts of the world.  To ensure that people with disabilities around the world are able to achieve their rights, such information sharing is critical.”
       --
Diana Samarasan
         Director
         Disability Rights Fund
“The Secretariat of the African Decade of Persons with Disability (SADPD) extends its support for the e-Granary Project. The project will assist in the dissemination and utilization of information that is useful in promoting the well being of persons with disabilities. The project will build the capacity of disabled persons’ organizations.”

       -- 
Kudakwashe Dube



Chief Executive Officer


 Secretariat of the African Decade


    
 On Persons with Disabilities
“Not only will this initiative advance the status of persons with disabilities in many countries, but it will facilitate the development of new partnerships and new alliances. […] Such alliances will not only be beneficial to development of a GDRL, but they will offer opportunities to influence others' perceptions of disability and disability issues.”

· Mary Ennis

Executive Director

Disabled Peoples’ International




Andrea Shettle presents on the International Advisory Board for the Global Disability Rights Library.  IAB members will be critical in sharing insights about the information and knowledge needs of people with disabilities in developing countries.








Andrea Shettle presents on the International Advisory Board for the Global Disability Rights Library.  IAB members will be critical in sharing insights about the information and knowledge needs of people with disabilities in developing countries.





Cliff Missen, Director of the WiderNet Project at the University of Iowa, displays an eGranary unit--a key technology that will make it possible to disseminate the Global Disability Rights Library to people in developing countries who don't have Internet access.  This hard drive, the size of a paperback book, can hold literally millions of documents.
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