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Global Disability Rights Library

Provides Disabled People’s Organizations Knowledge

in Support of Disability Rights
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People with disabilities, advocates, and policy makers around the world will soon find it easier to access hundreds of thousands of educational and organizational resources on disability rights, whether or not they have access to the Internet.
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The United States International Council on Disability (USICD) is collaborating with the University of Iowa’s WiderNet Project, with funding support from the US Agency for International Development (USAID), to produce and distribute a Global Disability Rights Library.  This library will be an enhanced version of WiderNet’s eGranary Digital Library.  An eGranary is an innovative approach to off-line digital information storage: it allows users to access knowledge from a hard drive via an interface that looks and functions like the web but without Internet connectivity. Thus, an eGranary is like having a slice of the Internet stored inside a box.

The growing sector of disabled people’s organizations (DPOs) around the world are leading the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in their countries and empowering their diverse disability communities.  However, many policymakers and disability advocates lack access to the knowledge they need to fully implement the CRPD so that people with disabilities can enjoy the same human rights as everyone else in their country.  The Global Disability Rights Library seeks to build a bridge between global information sources and these advocates and policymakers and to expand the capacity of DPOs to serve their communities and make a positive impact for disability rights.

During its first year in 2010, the GDRL Project focused on identifying partners and on gathering and cataloging resources for the library.  In early 2011, a small number of locations will receive a “pilot” version of the GDRL to test the library and share feedback.  In late 2011, the project will begin to disseminate the library on hard drives, servers, USB drives, and other formats, to communities where there is no Internet connection, or where Internet access is very limited or expensive.  In 2012, the project will continue to expand the library to include local content from end users, including from local and national DPOs.  The project also will continue to deliver library content to DPOs and other interested organizations.  The grant from USAID ends in October 2012.  A total of 60 locations will be subsidized by the grant.  Additional locations may choose to purchase an eGranary with the GDRL on it.

The Global Disability Rights Library will help bring a wealth of information to organizations that serve people with disabilities but lack adequate Internet access.  An eGranary device with the GDRL can be installed within existing local area networks so that dozens, hundreds, or even thousands of users may use the library simultaneously from the same eGranary without needing Internet access.  In some cases, organizations with limited or no computer equipment may receive computer stations with the library and training in using their new equipment.  The information in the library would be easily searchable, using an interface similar to popular search engines and also via portals that organize selected materials by dozens of thematic topics.  An on-line version of the new Global Disability Rights Library will also be available.

USICD will be working with the WiderNet Project and disability rights advocates to build a collection of best practices and educational resources responsive to the need for disability advocacy and policy development in developing countries.  DPOs, policymakers, individual advocates, and others will be able to use this comprehensive library, which will be designed to be accessible to users with disabilities.  The library’s collection will include resources such as information on independent living, advocacy, education, poverty, transportation, public policy, employment, vocational rehabilitation, and other topics.

The formation of an international advisory board for the project has assured the guidance of stakeholders in implementing this innovative project.  Librarians at USICD and at WiderNet are organizing and evaluating content.  The WiderNet Project, which has already deployed more than 350 eGranary Digital Libraries worldwide, will develop and provide technical support for hardware and software, training in the use of the various software tools, and assistance in processing resources shared by hundreds of organizations worldwide.

For more information about the project, please visit the following websites:

http://www.usicd.org/index.cfm/global-disability-rights-library 

http://gdrl.org 
The on-line application form for DPOs that wish to receive a subsidized GDRL is at: http://www.widernet.org/digitallibrary/GDRLSiteSelection/ 

Organizations and contacts with Internet access are encouraged to work with DPOs that cannot access the web to assist them in applying.  

To suggest content for the library, or to suggest a deployment site, or to request assistance for a DPO that has difficulty applying through the web to be a deployment site, send an email to gdrl@usicd.org or a postal letter to 

Global Disability Rights Library

United States International Council on Disabilities
1012 14th Street NW, Suite 105

Washington DC 20005

USA
The Global Disability Rights Library Project:

The First 15 Months
· An International Advisory Board (IAB) has been built to share feedback with the GDRL team.  The IAB has 10 members from Guatemala, India, Pakistan, Japan, Ireland, Peru, Brazil, Uganda, South Africa, and Kenya.  In addition to representatives from developing and developed countries outside the U.S, the IAB also has nine ex-officio members drawn from the USICD Board of Directors and the faculty of the University of Iowa.  With one exception, the ex-officio members are from the United States.
· Thousands of websites, Word files, videos, audio files, and other resources have been gathered into the GDRL.  In many cases, publishers and authors have already given permission for their content to be included and others are being contacted.  Some examples of content contributors include the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), Disabled People’s International, and others.  Some content, such as http://ada.gov, is already in the public domain.
· GDRL staff members have been actively reaching out to the international disability community to raise awareness about the GDRL project and encourage more individuals and organizations to become involved.  A series of teleconference calls has been held as a means for sharing more information about the project and explaining different ways that people can become involved.  
· Several interns and volunteers have joined staff librarians in building the GDRL. In some cases, interns and volunteers bring specialized knowledge such as French fluency or prison reform issues in relation to people with disabilities.  More interns and volunteers are being recruited to join the team during the summer and fall.
· GDRL librarians are building a portal that organizes GDRL content into pages and sub-pages by thematic topic. This portal helps to identify individual publications, web pages, and other resources within larger websites that are valuable enough to be brought to the attention of eGranary library users.  Highlighting and cataloguing library content makes it easier for users to locate the exact resources they need more quickly. As of mid-March, 2011, librarians have identified and catalogued more than 2800 resources to make it easier for GDRL users to find them within the library.
· Examples of resources already included in the library include: Multiple translations of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD); human rights training manuals; information about the human rights situation of people with disabilities around the world; the full text of disability-related legislation in dozens of countries; information on how to make buildings, transportation, information, and opportunities for education and employment accessible for people with various disabilities; knowledge on independent living; resources that can help DPOs learn how to strengthen their capacity; and more.

· In addition to the portal focused on global disability rights resources, GDRL librarians are also developing several companion portals that will help users find resources on closely related topics.  

· A portal on Basic Disability Information will help people who are new to disability issues learn basic information about various types of impairments.  

· A portal on General Human Rights will introduce users to basic human rights concepts, assist them in finding the full text of a wide range of international human rights instruments, and expose them to major human rights institutions such as the OHCHR.

· A portal on Disabled People’s Organizations (DPOs) and other Disability-Oriented Organizations will enable advocates to identify DPOs or other organizations with whom they may want to exchange information or engage in a partnership.

·  Other companion portals are planned, including one on Capacity Building for Non-Government Organizations and a portal on Poverty and International Development.
· Although most content gathered so far has been in English, a few hundred resource points also have been identified in a range of other languages, particularly Spanish and French but also Portuguese, Swahili, Arabic, and other languages.  
· The GDRL team released a formal call for applications in early January 2011.  This was circulated to various listservers for the international disability community and to individuals and organizations in a position to circulate the notice to their own networks of contacts.  This immediately resulted in a significant surge in the number of newly initiated applications.  
· The first application deadline for prospective deployment sites was March 1, 2011: a total of 219 applicants submitted complete applications in time for this deadline.  Three members of the GDRL team have read all 219 completed applications and narrowed them down to the 77 strongest applicants.  The team will soon indicate which countries it intends to prioritize and which applicants will receive the first set of eGranary units to be disseminated with the GDRL later this year.
· The second application deadline will be September 1, 2011.  Although it is premature to predict how many applicants will compete in this round, it should be noted that there were more than 150 incomplete applications as of mid March.  There also have been some additional completed applications submitted after the March 1 deadline.

Looking Ahead: The GDRL in 2011 and 2012

· Librarians will continue to build the GDRL throughout the lifespan of the USAID project.  This will include locating, identifying, and cataloguing more resources for inclusion in the library as well as developing additional companion portals as needed.  
Most public outreach efforts for the GDRL project in the first 15 months have primarily focused on the international disability rights community.  This is precisely the community likely to have the strongest interest in the subject as well as the largest concentration of potential content donors and applicants.  Future public outreach efforts in 2011 will broaden to include the wider human rights, humanitarian, and international development/poverty reduction communities.
· The May issue of InterAction’s newsletter will include a brief article about the GDRL project.  This will reach more than 180 US-based organizations that work in developing countries, only some of which have a special focus on people with disabilities.
· A similar release will be adapted to be circulated among key listservers, websites, and other communication tools geared at the mainstream human rights, humanitarian, and international development communities.
· Internal linguistic expertise at USICD and WiderNet will also be leveraged to translate a limited amount of content on the GDRL, particularly outreach materials to potential content donors within and outside of the international disability community.  
· The intended outcome of this fresh wave of outreach efforts is to attract more content contributions from mainstream organizations that may have developed materials relevant to the needs of disability rights advocates.  This includes both content focused on disability rights issues as well as broader human rights, humanitarian, and poverty reduction content.

· A small handful of “test” sites will receive an early, pilot version of the GDRL in early 2011.  These sites will test use of the GDRL and share feedback that librarians and other GDRL team members will use to improve the library for future users.
· A total of 60 deployment sites will receive a free eGranary unit containing the GDRL.  In exchange, they will be expected to share the library with as many users as feasible, including people with disabilities.  Deployment sites also will be expected to share on-going feedback about the library and how it is being used from the time they receive the eGranary unit until the end of the funding period.
International Advisory Board Provides Input

for Global Disability Rights Library Project

An International Advisory Board with 10 members and an additional nine ex-officio members is advising the Global Disability Rights Library project.  The 10 full members are mostly people with disabilities from developing countries.  The ex-officio members are drawn from the USICD Board of Directors and from staff at the University of Iowa.  Advisors in the IAB have been advising GDRL staff in the type of information they believe is important to include in the electronic disability rights library.  The IAB also has been assisting in identifying disabled people’s organizations (DPOs), universities, and other organizations that they believe might make good potential deployment sites for the GDRL.  IAB members also have been sharing their own content for the library and recommending others that the GDRL should include.

The IAB members share a commitment to information dissemination among disabled people’s organizations in developing countries.  Advisors reflect wide diversity in background, professional knowledge and expertise and lived experience with disability and poverty.  They come from both developed and developing countries including: Kenya, Brazil, India, Peru, South Africa, Uganda, Japan, Guatemala, Ireland, Pakistan, the United States, and Argentina.

IAB Members

Fredrick Ouko Alucheli is the Founder and Executive Director of the Action Network for the Disabled (ANDY) in Kenya.  
Rosangela Berman-Bieler is Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute on Disability and Development.  

Bhargavi Davar is Founder of the Bapu Trust for Research on Mind and Discourse and Director of its research arm, the Center for Advocacy in Mental Health (CAMH) in Pune, India. 

Javier Diez-Canseco was first Chairperson of the Special Committee on Disability in the Peruvian Congress from 2002 to 2006.  

A.K. Dube is the CEO for the Secretariat of the African Decade on Persons with Disabilities.  

Ambrose Murangira is Board Chair of the Uganda National Association of the Deaf (UNAD

Shoji Nakanishi is chair of Disabled Peoples International – Asia Pacific.  

Silvia Judith Quan-Chan is Chief Officer of the Disability Rights Defense Unit at the Guatemalan Human Rights Procurator's Office.

Gerard Quinn is a professor and Director of the Centre for Disability Law and Policy at the National University of Ireland, Galway.  
Mrs. Ghazala Hameed is the Rehabilitation International (RI) National Secretary for Pakistan.  
Ex-Officio IAB Members
Robert Bacon, is Director of Disability Policy and Training at the University of Iowa’s Center for Disabilities and Development.

David Baquis is an Accessibility Specialist at the Access Board.  

Marca Bristo is President and CEO of Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago.

Marcella David, JD, is Professor of Law and International Studies and Associate Dean for International and Comparative Law at the University of Iowa.
Lex Frieden is a professor at the Texas Institute for Rehabilitation and Research.  
Barbara LeRoy is director of the Developmental Disabilities Institute at Wayne State University in Detroit.  

Maria Veronica Reina is Executive Director of the Global Partnership on Disability and Development.  

Diana Samarasan is the director of the Disability Rights Fund, which gives grants to disabled people’s organizations in developing countries.

Glen White is Director of the Research and Training Center on Independent Living at the University of Kansas.
For more information about the International Advisory Board, including more complete biographies for the members, please visit http://usicd.org/index.cfm/IAB. 
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