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Global Disability Rights Library

Provides Digital Knowledge in Support of Disability Rights

The Global Disability Rights Library (GDRL) is helping users find resources they can put into action to improve the lives of people with disabilities around the world.  The GDRL is being made available both to people who have broadband Internet access and to people who have restricted Internet connectivity.  On-line users with broadband access can visit the GDRL at http://gdrl.org.  Selected locations in developing countries with limited or no internet access will be receiving an off-line version of the digital library.
The United States International Council on Disability (USICD) is collaborating with the University of Iowa’s WiderNet Project, with funding support from the US Agency for International Development (USAID), to produce and distribute the Global Disability Rights Library (GDRL).  The project uses innovative off-line digital information storage technology, called the eGranary Digital Library, to deliver library content to users in developing countries who cannot access the online library.  An eGranary is a server or a hard drive containing a massive digital library and an interface that looks and behaves like the web but without Internet connectivity.  An eGranary is essentially a slice of the internet stored inside a box.  An eGranary Digital Library can be installed into a local or wide area network (LAN or WAN).  This can enable dozens or hundreds of users to share use of the digital library simultaneously via multiple computer terminals.  
The WiderNet Project has used eGranary devices for more than a decade to deliver a digital library to more than 350 locations around the world.  The GDRL project has significantly expanded the existing digital library so future eGranary libraries can incorporate thousands of resources on disability rights. Locations obtaining an eGranary device will obtain both the entire GDRL and also millions of additional documents on other topics.  WiderNet contributes the underlying technology for the GDRL project.  USICD brings disability rights knowledge and a strong network of contacts among the international disability community to the effort.
The growing sector of disabled people’s organizations (DPOs) around the world is leading efforts to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in their countries.  However, many policymakers, disability rights advocates, and mainstream humanitarian organizations lack access to the knowledge they need to fully implement the CRPD.  The Global Disability Rights Library seeks to build a bridge between global information sources and these advocates.  It will deliver knowledge that individuals and organizations can use to strengthen their ability to serve their communities and promote disability rights.

During its first year in 2010, the GDRL Project focused on identifying partners as well as gathering and cataloging resources for the library.  Librarians at USICD and WiderNet particularly emphasized practical toolkits and training manuals as well as reports on the status of disability rights and “best practice” examples around the world.   In mid 2011, four organizations received a “pilot” version of the GDRL to test the library and made recommendations for improvements.  In late 2011, the project will begin to disseminate more eGranary Digital Libraries to communities where Internet access is very slow, expensive, or unreliable.  The eGranary will enable users at these locations to access digital resources without needing to log in to the internet.  In 2012, the project will continue to expand the library to include local content from end users, including from local and national DPOs.  A total of 60 locations will receive a free eGranary via the project.  Additional locations with limited Internet access may choose to purchase an eGranary with the GDRL on it at their own expense.  People with broadband Internet access can use the on-line version of the library at http://gdrl.org. 
Both the off-line eGranary Digital Library and the on-line version of the library have been designed to be accessible to users with disabilities.  The library’s collection covers topics such as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, independent living, DPO capacity building, education, poverty, transportation, public policy, employment, vocational rehabilitation, and others.  The GDRL team continues to welcome recommendations for additional content and making it more accessible.  
The formation of an international advisory board for the project has assured the guidance of stakeholders in implementing this innovative project.  The WiderNet Project will develop and provide technical support for hardware and software to deployment sites, training in the use of the various software tools, and assistance in processing resources shared by hundreds of organizations worldwide.

For more information about the project and how to become involved, or to sign up for the GDRL newsletter, please visit the following website:

http://www.usicd.org/index.cfm/global-disability-rights-library 

The final application deadline for the 60 eGranary Digital Libraries with the GDRL has passed.  However, the GDRL team is working to identify additional funding sources in the hope that we can disseminate more free libraries later.  If you wish to be notified of future opportunities to receive off-line digital disability rights knowledge, please leave your full contact information at:

http://www.widernet.org/digitallibrary/GDRLSiteSelection/ 

For answers to common questions about the GDRL project, please visit:

http://www.usicd.org/index.cfm/gdrl-faq  

Please consider linking to the on-line version of the GDRL from your website!  You and your constituents will find free disability rights toolkits, training manuals, reports, and other resources at:

http://gdrl.org 
To share feedback on the library or to discuss more intensive ways to become involved with the project, please reach out to us at gdrl@usicd.org. 
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United States International Council on Disabilities
1012 14th St., NW Suite 105 Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202-347-0102   Fax: 202-347-0351  www.usicd.org

